Berore the Registrar of Cooperative Societies-cum-rirst Appeliate authority
Under the Right to Information Act, 2005.

First Appeal No.2/2021

Present: Thiru LMOHAMED MANSOOR
Registrar oi Cooperative Societies—cum-First Appellate Authority. ‘

N. Nithyachandran
Block 29, No.28, Govt.Quarters,
Lawspet, Puducherry. >>> Appellant
Vs
1. The Deputy Registrar (Audit)-cum-Public Information Officer,
Cooperative Department, Puducher-y- 60009.
2. The Managing Director—cum—Public: information Officer,
Puducherry State Cooperative Bank Ltd., (PSCB)
No.204, East Coast Road, O.K.Palayam,
Mudaliarpet, Puducherry- 605004 >>>  Respondents

ORDER

(Issued under Section 19 of the Right to Information Act, 2005)

The appellant submitted an application dated 12-12-2020, under Section 6 of the Right to
Information Act, 2005, (hereafter “the Act”) to the 1st respondent and sought for certain information in
respect of the 2nd respondent-bank. The said application was transferred to the 2"d respondent-bank on 15-
12-2020. The 2" respondent-bank fu-nished reply dated 21-12-2020 to the appellant.

2. Aggrieved by the respondent’s response, stating that the required information was not fumished,
the appellant filed this first appeal cared 21-01-2021 (received on 25.01.2021).

3. The respondent-bank furnishzd 2 reply dated 21-12-2020 to the appellant. For convenience, the
said reply is reproduced hereunder:-
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4. Aggrieved by  the sad  reply the appellant preferred this appeal, ‘citing
the file No. CIC/CODEP/A/2017/184<53/SD and No.RCS/Audit/RTI/III/19/2019-20/316, and in line with the
provisions of Section 2(j) and 2(f) ana claimed that, RCS need to get the information from the bank and
pass on the same to the applicant wno sought for information under RTI Act 2006.......".

5. The respondent-bank furnished its response vide letter dated 22-02-2021(Copy forwarded to the
in line with the RCS circular
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8. Upon a conjoint reading of the aforesaid OOVISIONS it becomes essentially clear that the RTI
application of the appellant has to be construed in the manrer prescribed in the Act. It is emphasized that
the appellant has sought information from g public auttiority z.nd not directly from the 2nd respondent-bank .
Therefore, the contention that the 2nd respondent-bani. i.e it is not g public authority, will not apply to the
merits of this case.

9. The cooperative department exercises reguiaizry control over the 2nd respondent-bank, and hence,

it was not appropriate on the part of the 1st responderl to stift his onus to the ond respondent-bank without
any express authority to do so under the Act. Sim larly, the 2nd respondent-bank should provide due
assistance to the 1st respondent to access the informalion scught by the appellant in the RT| application.

10. In view of the above, the 2nd respondent-bar shall furnish available and required information,
other than clarifications, hypothetical queries, third par v info mation, to the 1st respondent within fifteen ( 15)
days from the date of receipt of this order. On receint of th- information from the 2nd respondent-bank, the
15! respondent shall immediately furnish the same to the aprellant, at free of cost,

11. With the above instructions, this appeal is disposed Hf.

12, If aggrieved by this decision, a 2nd Appeal .1, be filed, under Section 19(3) of the Act, within 9C
days, with the 2nd Appellate Authority, whose address '« give n below:

Central Information Cummssioner '
Room No.305.1I Flco “B" Wing, August Kranthi Bhavan
Bhikaji Cama Place: "1z JELHI-110 066.

Dated at Puducherry on the 22nd diry of Ayril ,2021
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(L. MOHAMED MANSOOR)
Registrar of Cooperative Societies-cum-

'7’5 First Appellate Authority
To:

2. The Respondents.
+3_ The Web Editor, Cooperative Dept., Puducherry
4. Stock File 2021.
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